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Before you start to Use EASYJoint 
As with any job in life, the quality of the preparation work will directly affect the end result. For the best 
possible finish to your paving, ensure you get the basics right.  Please read this section through before 
commencing work. 

1. Foundations  
In the UK, the generally accepted method of laying 
paving has become that of laying it on a “bound” or 
solid base. This foundation is generally made of a 
sharp sand and cement mixture.  

2. The Strength of the Foundation Mix 
Pedestrian Areas.  A mix of 7 sand to 1 part 
cement is recommended. This “lean” mix will allow 
water to drain through the joint and foundation and 
soak into the soil below. A stronger mix will cause 
the water to be trapped in the joint (see below). 

Domestic Drives. For areas where a vehicle may 
drive over or stand then a stronger foundation may 
be required; some contractors will use a mix of 5 or 
even 4 parts sand to 1 part cement. Where this 
strength of mix is used, the foundation will become 
impermeable and special precautions and a different 
application method should be followed (Dry Method). 
For more information refer to General Information 
and Precautions on page 2 and the Dry Application 
Method on page 5. 

IMPORTANT NOTE.  Unless absolutely necessary, 
always build the foundation using a “lean” mix. The 
stronger the mix (otherwise called “fat”) the less 
porous it becomes.  When using EASYJoint, one of 
its benefits is that it is permeable—it allows water to 
drain through. If the foundation is made with a fat 
mix there is a high risk of water draining through 
the joint and then sitting on top of the foundation. 
This has two undesirable effects which are described 
on page 5 of this publication. 

3. Wet or Dry Mix?  
An age old question—do you lay on a “wet” or a 
“dry” mix? It’s often a matter of personal choice, but 
more generally, professionals will have a dry-ish 
mix.  That is to say firm enough to hold in an open 
fingered hand without dropping through.  If it is too 
dry then it becomes difficult to bed the paving and, 
when working with thinner materials, there is a risk 
of breaking the flag. Conversely, if it is too wet, then 
you risk staining the material you are working with. 

4. Dot & Dab or Solid Base? 
Historically you would always have had a solid base 
but in recent years the Dot and Dab method of 
creating 5 piles of mortar (one in each corner of the 
paving stone and one in the middle) came to the 
fore.  

When working with EASYJoint you must always 
have a solid foundation, otherwise the compound 
will simply run down between the paving and 
disappear beneath it! 

5. Joint Sizes  
IMPORTANT. The gaps between the paving must 
be a minimum of 3mm wide and, if laid on a solid 
“bound” foundation, 25mm deep. If laying on an 
unbound foundation (sand or type 1 aggregate) then 
the depth should be at least 30mm.                           

In some cases it is difficult to achieve the correct 
depth, particularly when working with thin materials 
of less than, say, 30mm thick.  In such cases, to 
achieve the required depth of joint, create a channel 
in the foundation by running the tip of a trowel 
around the exposed edges of each paving stone so 
that even though the paving is thin, there is still 
25mm or more depth for the  EASYJoint to sit in.  

See photograph below.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. Filler Depth  
Never over-fill the joint.  
Keep the filler to a level 
just below the surface 
of the paving. 

7. Suitability for Vehicular Driveways 

The compressive strength of EASYJoint is such that 
it will adequately take the downward forces exerted 
by pedestrians and domestic cars, but is not 
designed to form a structural part of the path/
driveway. The integrity of the project can only be 
maintained if the surface material is adequately 
bedded into the base which in turn is constructed to 
an appropriate specification. Most vehicular drives 
will have a strong and consequently less permeable 
mix of the base material.  Follow the Dry Application 
Method described on page 5. 
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Sometimes, concrete paving is made in moulds and has 
chamfered edges. In such cases, when two paving slabs 
are laid side by side a “V” shaped gap is formed, wider 
at the top than at the bottom.  This gap shape can be 
the most challenging to work with and we recommend 
you carefully follow the instructions below. 

1. Maintain the Width of Joint throughout 
Maintain at least a 3mm gap width throughout the 
depth of the paving material. Never have this type 
of paving butted together. See photograph below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do not Over-fill the Joint 
As with all types of paving, never over-fill the joint.  
This is particularly important if the paving has a 
“rounded” top edge. The filler should be kept below 
the start of the “rounding”. See diagram below.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

3. Lock in the Joint 
An irregular “V” shaped joint  means that any type 
of filler, EASYJoint included, will have difficulty in 
staying in place. 

To assist in forming a stable joint we suggest that 
when laying the paving you draw the tip of your 
trowel along the bottom of the edge of the slab you 
have just laid so that a small gap is formed along 
and under the edge of the paver.  The EASYJoint 
will flow into the gap and, when set, will now be 
locked into place. See diagram above.    

To further aid this, “point” or “strike” the joint; do 
not leave it textured (see Step 7 on page 4 of these 
instructions). This assists to compress the filler and 
help it adhere to the base material and the sides of 
the paving material. 

Working with Paving with a  
chamfered edge. 

 Min 3mm 

 Greater than 3mm 

Do your Homework! 
Before using EASYJoint read the instructions carefully 
and watch the EASYJoint Product Demonstration 
dvd available from your supplier or visit  our website 
www.easyjoint.eu where there is a link to that film. 

EASYJoint is a well proven product and thousands of 
tonnes are sold all over Europe each year. If the 
instructions are followed users should achieve a 
perfectly sound and aesthetically pleasing joint with 
absolutely no detrimental effect to the paving.  
However, particularly when dealing with natural 
products and especially with very sensitive paving 
material there is always a possibility that some slight 
marking may occur. When working with such sensitive 
paving we recommend pre-sealing the paving with an 
appropriate sealant suitable for the particular paving.   

Neither the manufacturers nor the suppliers can be 
aware of all the applications and materials the product 
may be used on. It is the user’s responsibility to 
determine suitability for use. If in any doubt test 
a sample before use. Neither the manufacturer nor 
the supplier accepts any liability for any changes in the 
appearance of the paving resulting from the use of 
EASYJoint, howsoever occurring, regardless of whether 
it has been applied using either the Wet or Dry Method.  

Use the correct method of application according to your 
paving circumstances. Use the Wet Method when you 
have a permeable base and the Dry Method when the 
base in impermeable.  Unless it is absolutely necessary, 
we strongly recommend the Wet Application Method. 

Why it is Necessary to use so much Water 
When using the Wet Application Method, if insufficient 
or no water is used, particularly when working with 
porous stone such as Mint Fossil Sandstone or 
Limestone, or sensitive stone such as Modac, there is a 
risk of one or more of the following undesirable 
consequences occurring;   

 a shiny oil film may be left on the paving surface;  

 "spotting" - a freckled appearance to the paving;  
 “framing” - a darkening of the paving material 

around the joints, creating a picture-frame effect). 
 It is also possible for absorbent materials to 

darken in colour, either over the entire surface or 
in patches. In such cases the colour change can be 
permanent although it normally "softens" and 
blends in with the paving with the passing of time. 
No guarantees in this respect are given or implied. 
If in any doubt test a sample before use. 

All the above outcomes are a result of the paving 
absorbing some of the natural oils inherent in the 
EASYJoint. If plenty of water is been used before and 
during the application process, then the paving will 
become “saturated” and as oil floats on water, it should  
not penetrate the paving material. You must continue to 
wash off any EASYJoint residue after the joints are 
filled. This process will virtually eliminate the risk of any 
marking to the paving although no guarantees of this 
are given or implied (see above). 

General Information and  
Precautions 

Create a small gap under the edge of each slab in 
order to “lock” the EASYJoint under the paver. 

Paving material 

Mortar base 

EASYJoint 

Fill to just below the 
surface of the pav-
ing, particularly if 
the top edge is 

slightly rounded. 

x  
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Wet Application Method 
This is the recommended method of application should be used wherever possible. Extreme caution is advised 
if contemplating using  EASYJoint without water.  

How to Use EASYJoint—Wet Application Method (Preferred Method) 
Whilst it is possible to apply EASYJoint dry, as described elsewhere in this publication, it is STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDED to lay it wet. There are exceptions to this; when temperatures are set to fall to 0˚ C before 
the joint has drained of water or where a strongly mixed foundation has been used, for say driveways etc. 
More information on how to use EASYJoint in these circumstances is given on page 5. Before commencing to 
joint your paving be sure to read all of pages 1 and 2 of this publication. 

Step 1 

Wet the paving for a minimum of 
10 minutes. Do not shortcut this 
process or worry if water settles in 
the joints - it will be displaced when 
the EASYJoint is swept in. The 
wetter the surface the better 
the end result - particularly with 
absorbent paving materials such as 
many varieties of natural stone.  

Step 2 

Open one bag and pour the 
contents onto the paving. If using 
the product for the first time, start 
with small quantities of EASYJoint, 
sufficient to work in a few minutes.  
 
NOTE.  Do not pile up or leave 
EASYJoint standing in one spot, 
nor allow the paving to dry out with 
the compound on its surface.   

Items required 

 Appropriate quantity of  

EASYJoint 
 Hose with spray attachment 
 Medium bristle broom 
 Squeegee (optional) 
 Jointing Iron (optional) 

Step 3 

Spread the EASYJoint across the 
surface with a squeegee or broom, 
allowing it to fall into the joints. 
 
TIP.  Keep your eye on the areas 
where you are not working and 
ensure they remain very wet at all 
times.  This is particularly important 
in warm or hot weather conditions. 

Step 4 

Once you have opened and spread 
one or two tubs, using a hose on a 
“fan” or “spray” setting, flush the 
compound into the joints to ensure 
it fully settles to the bottom. Again, 
do not worry about the amount of 
water being used.  You can do this 
as often as you like—after each tub 
is fine. Remember - the wetter 
the better! 

Step 5 

Top up any sagging joints with 
more EASYJoint.  Don’t  be 
concerned about the mess for you 
are about to wash it in again with 
more water, repeating the process 
in Step 4.  Continue to “top up” and 
“wash in” until you are satisfied.  
 
NOTE. Keep all of the paving 
soaking wet all of the time. 



4 

W: www.easyjoint.eu            E: info@easyjoint.eu  

Step 6  

Once all the joints are uniformly 
filled to within 1 or 2 millimetres of 
the surface of the paving, go over 
the entire area you have worked 
and apply a final gentle spray of 
water to wash away any final traces 
of compound from the surface. This 
also assists to obtain a relatively 
smooth finish to the joint, although 
it will have a slightly course 
texture.  

Should any fine traces of sand 
remain do not sweep them away 
yet. Wait until the joints of set 
hard, (see Step 7). 

Step 7 

Optional. For a finer texture to the 
joint, "point" (otherwise know as 
“strike”) the compound with a 
suitable jointing iron or similar tool. 

This exercise should be carried out 
when the water has drained away 
and the paving surface has started 
to dry out. Ensure that the joint is 
not too soft and soggy — in this 
way the final “shape” of the joint 
will remain intact as it dries hard.  

Finally, once the joint has set hard, 
a final sweep across the paving with 
a stiff broom, working diagonally to 
the joints, will remove any last 
traces of EASYJoint from the 
paving, including any that is left 
proud around the joint from the 
pointing exercise. 

What if it rains? 

If it rains during the laying process, 
don’t worry. As can be gathered 
water does not damage the 
product. 

If it rains after laying it has two 
effects:-  

1. It will delay the setting 
process—as long as the product 
is wet it will not set (see Setting 
Times) 

2. Very heavy rain may spoil any 
finish you have applied to the 
joint, so it may be necessary to 
go back and re-point the joint. 
However, if you have finished 
the joint to a level just below 
t he  p av ing  su r f a ce  a s 
recommended, the rain should 
not wash away any of the 
compound. 

Left Over / Unused Product 
Any unused EASYJoint can be saved for later use. 

Step 1   
Pour any unused product 
into an empty plastic out-
er container. You can 
safely sweep any residue 
material from the paving 
surface and put this in 
too! 

Step 2  
Add sufficient water to 
cover the surface of the 
compound by approxi-
mately 2 cm (1 inch). 
Replace the lid. Product 
kept in this manner will 
remain stable and safe 
for use for up to one 
month. 

Quantity Usage Table 
 
1 x 12.5Kg Tub of EASYJoint will approximately fill the 
joints of the following areas* 

 
* Note: This is only a guide. Because accuracy of gap 
width and depth cannot be uniformly guaranteed, the 
above can only be considered an estimate.  When 
ordering, you would be advised to order more than you 
think you will need and agree with your stockist for him 
to take back any un-opened tubs. 

Joint Size 
30mm deep x 5mm wide 

 Joint Size 
30mm deep x 8mm wide 

Paving  
Size 

Approx.  
Coverage 

 Paving  
Size 

Approx.  
Coverage 

600 x 600  13.5 m²   600 x 600  8.5 m²  

600 x 450 11.5 m²  600 x 450 7.0 m²  

450 x 450 10.0 m²  450 x 450 6.0 m²  

600 X 300 9.0 m²  600 X 300 5.5 m²  
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Dry Application Method of using EASYJoint.  (Use with extreme caution) 
 
The dry method of application described below carries a higher risk of marking the paving, particularly on 
some natural stones which are porous and will absorb the natural oils present in the EASYJoint. Read and 
follow these instructions carefully. 

Why use the Dry Application Method? 
The only reasons to use the Dry Application Method are: 

 When ground temperatures are at or below 3˚C or 
they are set to fall below freezing before the water 
has drained away from the joint and you must 
complete the work in these conditions. Otherwise, it 
is strongly recommended that you wait until 
temperatures have risen, and/or when 

 you are working with an impermeable base  made 
with a, say, 5:1 or stronger sharp sand/cement mix, 
such as may be used on a driveway, or you are 
unsure of the strength of the foundation, perhaps 
because you didn’t lay it yourself. 

The consequences of using the Wet Application Method 
in either of those circumstances can be as follows: 

A. Cold/Freezing Conditions. If working in conditions 
where the water you are using with the product may 
freeze then voids can occur in the joints where ice 
has formed because the EASYJoint cannot settle to 
the bottom. This will result in a weak joint. 

B. Impermeable Foundation. By using the Wet 
Application Method on a strongly mixed foundation 
(5:1 sharp sand/cement or stronger),  such as may 
be used on a vehicular driveway, there is a risk that 
the water will drain/evaporate from the surface of 
the joint  allowing the top part of the joint to set 
hard whilst the lower part remains wet (because the 
water cannot drain). A seal has now been formed 
and air cannot get to the lower part of the joint to 
cure the EASYJoint. The trapped water  will 
eventually disappear but without sufficient oxygen 
the “binding” properties of the compound will 
become compromised, leaving the bottom of the 
joint uncured and almost like dry sand.  

Important Information—Please Read. 
 Never use the Dry Application Method with any 

material unless you pre-seal the paving with an 
appropriate sealant for your paving material. 
Our own product, EASYSealSSP is suitable for many 
types of paving, particularly porous natural stone.  It 
impregnates the paving material without creating a 
“skin” on the surface, leaving the paving visibly 
unchanged and able to “breathe”,  particularly 
important for natural stone.  

Using the Dry Application Method 
Step 1.  Prior to using EASYJoint seal the paving 
surface and the joints with an appropriate sealant for 
the type of paving you are working with. In most 
instances, our own EASYSealSSP can be used. Please 
refer to the website www.easyseal.eu for more advice. 
If considering EASYSealSSP  ensure you follow the 
instructions supplied with that product.   

It is important that the edges as well as the surface of 
the paving are properly sealed because the natural oils 

inherent in the EASYJoint can be absorbed into the 
paving not only from the surface but also from the 
edges along the joints.   

Sealing the paving material prior to installation (before 
it is laid) will give the best result. If however that is not 
possible, then ensure the paving edges are sealed by 
applying the sealant with a low pressure garden 
sprayer.  This is a two stage operation.  First, run the 
nozzle of the spraying hose along the inside of the joint, 
fanning the liquid to ensure a coat is applied along both 
edges before secondly, applying a coat to the paving 
surface.  We strongly recommend you apply two coats 
in the appropriate manner and timings as described in 
the instructions supplied with your sealant 

Step 2.  Allow the sealant to properly cure for at least 
48 hours then test a small inconspicuous area 
before completing step 3 below. Complete the test 
by placing a spoonful of EASYJoint onto the surface of 
the sealed paving and letting it stand for 5 minutes 
before removing. Wash the paving surface to remove 
any surface oil traces. When dry there should be no 
visible trace of the EASYJoint. 

 Step 3.  Once the sealant has cured, dampen the 
surface using a little water — do not allow water to 
settle in the joints.  Follow steps 2 & 3 of the Wet 
Application Method as described on pages 4 & 5.  More 
attention should be given to compacting the joints as 
without water to assist it is possible for the EASYJoint 
not to fully fill the joint, resulting in a weaker joint. Use 
a pointing trowel or similar tool to aid compaction. 

Step 4.  Sweep any excess EASYJoint from the 
surface of the paving.  A little water may be used to 
assist the cleaning process but NOT MUCH; it is not 
desirable to have the joints filling with water.  

Step 5. As with the Wet Application Method, if a fine 
texture to the joint is required, "strike" the compound 
with a suitable tool (see page 4 Step 7). 

Step 6.   If you have used the Dry Application Method 
because you are working with an impermeable base 
then you must protect the joint from rainfall for at least 
36 hours or until the joint has set (if sooner), otherwise 
you risk the problems detailed earlier on this page.  

Please Note:   

Any permeable jointing system used on an impermeable 
base risks being “blown” in prolonged freezing 
conditions because rainwater will enter the joint and 
become “trapped” on top of the base. This water will 
freeze and expand and may cause the joint fail. 

The risk of this happening with EASYJoint is 
considerably less than with other jointing methods as 
the sand granules are of such a size to allow water to 
expand between the grains  without actually “blowing” 
the joint.  
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Setting Times 
The times indicated are based 
on temperatures. of 20°C and 
65% humidity - Cold/wet 
weather increases setting 
times - warm/dry weather 
decreases them.  Read on for 
a greater understanding. 

EASYJoint is a compound that 
is oxygen cured. It therefore 
needs air to start and 
complete the setting process.  
Inclement weather conditions 
will not prevent the use or application of EASYJoint but 
it will effect the time it takes for the compound to cure 
and set hard. 

Cold conditions can increase the setting time 
considerably - freezing weather will cause the process 
to virtually cease and it can take many days for the 
joints to set hard. But don't panic! Whilst it may be slow 
in setting, it will eventually go hard and the weather will 
not have impaired its qualities in any way. 

Wet conditions similarly, slow down the setting time. 
Whilst EASYJoint is wet, either through rainfall or the 
application of water whilst laying it, the setting process 
will be suspended. Prolonged periods of rain, or several 
intermittent showers will considerably extend the 
setting times indicated. But again, rain will not affect 
the final qualities of the product in any way. The 
important thing is, however, that the water can drain 
away through the joint so that the product can cure 
evenly and throughout the whole joint at the 
same rate. 

If the water cannot drain through the joint (because the 
foundation is made from too strong a mix) then 
problems can arise. Please refer to page 5, item B. 

To summarise, in temperatures of 20˚C and with 
humidity of 65%, the joint needs to be completely free 
from water for about 24 hours for the curing process to 
complete. 

Wet Application 

Pedestrian Areas 
In warm & dry weather, the paving is safe to walk on 
after approximately 12 - 18 hours and will set hard 
after approximately 24 hours. It will be fully load 
bearing after approximately 3 days of consistent warm 
and dry weather. 

Domestic Driveways (For vehicles up to 3 tonnes). 
Assuming the curing process is complete and the joint is 
hard to the touch, keep vehicles off the surface for at 
least a further 7 days (preferably 10 days). 

 

Contains no hazardous materials but  may 
cause mild irritation to the skin or respiratory 
system. People with particular sensitive skin 
are advised to wear gloves. Wash hands af-
ter use.  

Working Temperatures: =>3˚C for wet application 
 
<3˚C dry application only 

Waste Hazard Class: WGK 0 

Waste disposal key 91206 

Density (approx.): 1.8 g/cm³ 

Shelf Life: Unlimited  

Joint Sizes: Min 3mm Width 
  
Min 25mm Depth  
(if laid on a solid foundation) 
 
Min 30mm Depth 
(if laid on sand or Type 1) 

Compressive Strength: 17.5N/mm² 

Hazard Class: Contents—non hazardous 

  

Technical Information 

 

Dry Application  

Pedestrian Areas 
Safe to walk on after approximately 8 hours - fully load 
bearing after approximately 2 days.  

Domestic Driveways (For vehicles up to 3 tonnes). 
Keep vehicles off the surface for at least 5 days 
(preferably 8+ days). 

Note:  EASYJoint continues to harden for several weeks 
and achieves its full strength after about 3 to 4 weeks. 

If you wish to seal your paving wait for at least 28 days 
after the joint has set hard to allow the full curing 
process to be complete.  Sealing the joint sooner will 
prevent the EASYJoint reaching its full strength. 
 


