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How Much Grass?  
Measure the site (preferably in metres) to work out how 
much artificial grass is needed. The grass is available in 2m 
or 4m widths. The pile direction (see arrows on backing) 
should be kept the same if you join the sections: this may 
affect the amount of grass needed.
 
 

Base Preparation   
General guide only – artificial grass will not deal with 
poor drainage problems. Please take advice from an 
experienced landscape contractor.
 
 

Unbound Surfaces -  
e.g. soil, existing lawns.  

 Remove soil to a depth of 10cm, if necessary.

 Put a weed membrane down – optional.

  Add a thick layer of crushed, coarse (20mm to 5mm) 

aggregate.

  Insert any wooden stakes or batons for edges at this 

stage. See “Edges”

 Compact the aggregate with a plate compactor or roller.

 Add a thin layer of grit sand.

 Compact again.
 
 

Bound Surfaces -  
e.g. concrete, tarmac, stone, wooden decking  
 
All the artificial grasses can be installed on hard surfaces 
such as tarmac, concrete, etc. Ensure that the surface  
is level. 

TIP: Marine plyboard or an underlay can be used to 
smooth any imperfections to prevent a pattern imprint  
onto the grass. 

TIP: If a new surface is being made a 1:200 slope will  
help drainage. 

Laying the Grass   
Trim the black selvedge from the side/sides using a metal 
ruler and Stanley knife. Roll the artificial grass out, pulling it 
tightly to prevent ridges. If using more than one piece
keep pile directions the same and make any joins with 
jointing tape and adhesive.
 
On bound surfaces (concrete, tarmac, stone, etc) the grass 
can be loose laid or stuck down with adhesive.
 
 

Edges 
 
For edges you can fix the grass to batons made from 
100mm x 25mm tanalised wood.

TIP: If you need a curved edge, cut notches into the 
wooden baton and hold it in place with 50mm x 50mm x 
300mm stakes around the edge of the lawn.
 
TIP: You could wrap the grass over the side of the baton 
for a clean edge. Alternatively, place the edge of the grass 
under paving stones or bury under a nearby natural lawn.
 
If there is an existing wall or kerb, you could butt the grass 
up against it, or place edging stones for an attractive 
appearance.
 
 

Making Joins   
Joins are made using our special adhesive and jointing 
tape. One cartridge is enough to make a join of 3 metres. 
Do not use the adhesive below 5oC.
 
TIP: In cold weather the adhesive will flow more easily if 
the cartridge is warmed first (e.g. in a bucket of  
warm water).  
 
Keep the pile direction the same. A good idea is to lay the 
pieces side by side. Make sure the arrows on the backing 
are pointing the same way. Trim the edges to be joined with 
a Stanley knife, cutting down the middle of the two rows  
of tufts.
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TIP: Before joining the seams, place the grass onto the 
prepared area and look at the grass from all angles. If you 
overlap the two pieces of grass or you can see a gap of 
1mm you will see the joins when finished. 

Once you are happy with how the grass will look you are 
now ready to apply the adhesive. 

Fold the edges of the grass back and lay the jointing tape 
fabric side up.
 
Apply zig-zag lines of adhesive to the tape using a 
cartridge gun.
 
Spread the adhesive using a notched trowel, leaving ridges 
high enough to transfer to the back of the carpet rather 
than just at the stitches. Use one cartridge of adhesive per 
3 metres of tape.
 
TIP: Do not use so much glue that it will get onto the tufts 
of grass when you put the lawn down.
 
Fold the grass back and press it onto the adhesive. If 
any adhesive gets onto the tufts of grass scrape off 
immediately.
 
TIP: Keep the join weighted until cured.
 
TEMPERATURE GUIDELINES FOR  
APPLYING ADHESIVE
 

 Below 5oC, do not use the adhesive. 

 Below 10oC, but at least 5oC, allow 8 hours. 

 Below 15oC, but at least 10oC, allow 4 hours. 

 Below 20oC, but at least 15oC, allow 3 hours. 

  At 20oC, or above, allow 2 hours.
 
 

Sticking the Grass to a  
Hard Surface    
Ensure that the floor is smooth and clean.
 
Apply a bead of adhesive, or spots of adhesive, to the 
floor, around the edges. One adhesive cartridge is about 

enough for a 10 metre long bead. (i.e. about enough for a 
10 metre edge). Lay the grass and ensure it is smooth.
 
TIP: Place weights on the grass until adhesive cures.
 
 

Sand Dressing  
 
Some grasses require an infill of kiln-dried sand brushed 
into the pile of the grass. The sand holds the grass in 
place, stabilising the fibres and giving extra protection.
 
TIP: Our thatched grasses do not require a sand dressing; 
however, if there is a lot of foot traffic and hard playing  
on the surface we recommend a light dressing of kiln  
dried sand.
 
For Play grass, a minimum of 15 kilos per square metre.
 
For Fairway grass, the sand dressing is optional. Apply up 
to 8kg per square metre.
 
TIP: Apply the sand in dry weather. Use siliceous, round, 
washed and dried sand with 0.3mm-0.8mm grains. Brush 
the sand into the lawn using a sand spreader to ensure an 
even distribution. The sand will sink between the tufts as  
it rains.
 
 

Strong Tip  
Our base preparation section is a guide only: Every region 
varies - from hard, well draining sub base to clay, boggy 
areas. If you are not sure how deep to remove your existing 
sub-base or how much aggregate is required we strongly 
recommend you employ one of our Approved Grass 
Factory installers.  
 
Refer to our website: www.thegrassfactory.com
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